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Oswestry Castle Research Project
The team at work during Heritage Open Day Week
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summer weather of Heritage Open Day week (details later in the newsletter)

Our autumn talks were all very well attended, attracting good numbers of visitors and
we signed up some new members. A very warm welcome to everyone who has joined
recently, | hope you will enjoy our exciting 2016 programme and perhaps take an
active part in OBHAG. Please get in touch if you would like to contribute in any way.
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pictures of the times not so long past when the town boasted two department stores

and Bradleys occupying the historic Llwyd Mansion. Her extensive research and
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the area.

The borderland theme continued in October when David Parsons of the Shropshire
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Welsh and English combine in unlikely ways sometimes revealing the very ancient
past.
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on banks of the Severn near Welshpool. Now all that can be seen are lumps and

bumps in a field alongside the busy A483 but in November Nigel Jones of CPAT used
archaeological evidence to reconstruct the impressive monastery. By popular
demand he has helped to arrange a site visit for our June evening outing.

Edward Lluyd antiquarian, celtic linguist and one time curator of the Ashmolean, is
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Cornishman Derek Williams is working to redress this and the Christmas meeting
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Cornish language for posterity. His very informative talk was followed with festive
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Oswestry area. In February Roger Cooper will be talking on Monastic Military Orders
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which reviews the outstanding archaeological discoveries of the year and in April he
will be back to share some of these with OBHAG.



The first visit of the year in May is to the
Ceiriog Memorial Institute and Museum .

We will meet outside the Glyn Valley Hotel at
7.00pm, with parking across the road.

The Institute with its beautiful stained glass was
built in 1911 in honour of three Welsh Poets
and the modern museum commemorates the
industrial history of the valley.

In June we will meet at the car park of
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houses an exhibition on Strata Marcella
before walking along the canal towpath

to the site of the abbey

_-ﬁ_-,ﬂ.w"-""’""“w The all day visit to Rhuddlan in July

- will have Roger Cooper and Justin
Soper providing expert guidance and
\ information on this key North Wales
castle.

Early booking is recommended as we
~ already have some enquiries.
Contact
heather.hidden@btinternet.com
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Rhuddlan: Twt Hill is an 11th century earthwork motte and
bailey fortress, predecessor to Rhuddlan Castle. Courtesy of Denbigh Denbighshire County Council

Many thanks to the committee for all their hard work an to everyone for making
the last year so enjoyable and all good wishes for 2016



Heritage Open Days 2016
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comed many hundreds of visitors.

CtKS 20SNBKSEtYAyd NBaLlRyasS 6l a 62y RSNFdAz

“l have found this weekend superb!”

“Amazing weekend!”

“A surprising town Oswestry- Much more to see and do than first meets the eye!”.
“What an excellent project”

Oswestry:
Shopping though the Ages

OBHAG was very much involved as OBHAG member Roger Cooper, Oswestry Castle
Research Project, was the lead archaeologist at the Oswestry Castle dig and Justin
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tion to many. The boundary divides the town with some impressive sections but its

path is largely obscured by later developments and it deserves much greater

recognition.

The Old Oswestry Hillfort walk attracted good numbers and the Brogyntyn Hall walk
was vastly oversubscribed with more the 200 enquiries for the 50 available places.
Children and adults enjoyed a lovely and romantic afternoon exploring the ruined
pleasure gardens, the tunnel, lake and ruined farm buildings




This was the second year of archaeological excavations on Oswestry Castle and the
dig was extended for a ten day period. The Oswestry Castle Project team succeeded
in continuing their investigation of this scheduled monument and at the same time
engaging and informing large numbers of visitors.

Throughout the HOD period the lead archaeologist delivered a daily teaching
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standing of the site and the purpose of the excavation, also he provided a short daily
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was organised at the Guildhall linking with the Activate History display which in turn

helped parents and children to appreciate how the castle featured in life the
medieval town.




Committee News

Members’ Project Grant

It was agreed to set aside a fund of c. £300 annually to which members can apply for help with their
research projects (travel expenses, copying etc.). The recipient of a grant will be expected to give a
short talk on their research to the group and all applications must be submitted for consideration
and approval by the committee. If you are interested please contact Heather.

Oswestry Castle Project

Roger reported that the recent dig had answered all the research aims and raised a number of
questions. The report by the Historic England inspector was favourable and the work would continue
under the auspices of the Oswestry Castle Research Project (OCRP) ¢ with its own constitution and
bank account and ability to draw in grants. OBHAG will be affiliated to OCRP and vice versa.

Website update
OBHAG now has its own new website ( http://oswestry.histarch.uk) 8 KA OK f Ay {1 a G2
(www.pastcaring.com/obhag) Please use the sites to find current information

OBHAG at the the National Eisteddfod—LIle Hanes
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August demonstrated the extent of Welsh influence in Oswestry. The panel can now be viewed
at the Town Museum. Thanks to everyone who put in so much hard work in the research and

design and who acted as stewards.
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Victoria County History for Shropshire

At the end of October there was an afternoon event in Shrewsbury to relaunch the Victoria

County History for Shropshire. Originally launched over 100 years ago, the aim was to provide a
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progress the initiative faded before the Second World War, hence the current relaunch.

The work requires volunteers and | would be interested in volunteering to undertake work on the
parish of Selattyn and Gobowen if others were interested in taking part. | claim no expertise,
although | have taken part in a local history study in an area of Anglesey. The organisers indicate
that advice and support would be available and | assume that they would provide a format to be
followed.

If anyone is interested | would be glad to hear from them.

Roger Foreman  Greythorpe, Bypass Road, Gobowen, SY11 3NQ  Tel 01691 239567
Mob. 07504 174251 e-mail: rogerforeman44@gmail.com

Hillfort Report

In December Shropshire County
Council voted to accept the
SAMDev plan which includes e N ;
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The Hands Off Oswestry
Hillfort campaign continues and
full details can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/
OldOswestryHillfort/

Sites included in Land included for development in previous
SAMDev plan. versions of Oldport Masterplan/Oswestry
(north) sustainable urban extension.

Reminder
Membership fees are now due.
Adult £12 Family £16 Concessionary £10
Cheques payable to OBHAG can be paid at one of our meetings
or sent to the Membership Secretary:
Mrs Margaret Ward,
3 Llanforda Rise,

Oswestry,

Shropshire. SY11 1SY

Tel: 01691 653355 email: margaretjiward@live.co.uk
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Spring/Summer Meetings

8" January
Hidden Houses:
‘often the structures of the past are their builders’ only memorial’
Simon Simcox, author and ancient house historian

12" February
Monastic Military Orders
Roger Cooper, Oswestry Castle Research Project

11" March
Annual General Meeting and Presidential Lecture “Historians of Oswestry”

John Pryce Jones, President

8" April
‘Digging for Britain’
Outstanding archaeology as featured in the BBC 4 programmes
Matt Williams, Series presenter

13" May
Evening visit: Ceiriog Memorial Institute & Ceiriog Valley Museum
Meet outside the Glyn Valley Hotel, Glyn Ceiriog at 7.00pm

10" June
Evening Visit: Strata Marcella with Richard Hankinson, Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust
aSSu d {G W2KyQa [/ KdzZNOK3> t 22f

Saturday 9th July
Full Day Visit: Rhuddlan Castle, Flintshire, which was begun in 1277,
and the adjacent motte and bailey built in 1073
With Roger Cooper & Justin Soper. Coach from Oak Street Car Park.
Details of time and tickets nearer the date

All meetings held in the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.
Entry Fee: Members £1 Visitors £3. Includes tea/coffee & biscuits



